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Happy Column

Black History Month: Harriet Tubman

In the United States, February is Black History
Month. During Back History Month, Americans
remember and celebrate important black historical
figures. In this edition of the Happy Column, |
would like to talk about one of the most famous
black historical figures during slavery in the
United States: Harriet Tubman.

Harriet Tubman led hundreds of slaves to
freedom along “The Underground Railroad”
during the 1850s. The Underground Railroad was
a system of secret routes and safehouses that
slaves would use to escape slavery. However,
prior to helping others escape slavery, she used it
herself in 1849 to escape slavery in Maryland
and to begin a new life in Pennsylvania, where
slavery was illegal. Even after traveling 90 miles
to Philadelphia, she decided to return to Maryland
so she can help her family members and other
slaves escape slavery as well.

During the Civil War, she became the first
woman to lead an armed expedition and, in the
process, helped liberate more than 700 slaves in
South Carolina. After the Civil
War, she dedicated the rest
of her life to help improve the
lives of former slaves.
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