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Happy Column

Do you know what a beaver is?

For my whole life I've thought that
beavers were an animal unique to America. However,
I've recently come to learn that beavers used be
native to the UK too!

Beavers are a semi-aquatic mammal known for its
ability to build damns in rivers. Because beavers live
in cold fresh water most of the time, they need thick
fur to be able to survive.

It was because of this pelt that beavers were
hunted to extinction in the UK about 400 years ago.

However, this year, there are plans to release 100
beavers into the wild in the UK. Beavers are
important to ecosystems. They create and maintain
wetlands, and shape forests which capture CO2. In
their absence, Britain's landscape and nature has
suffered.

Recently a family of four beavers has been released
into the wild near my hometown!

Wildlife conservation projects and preserving the
natural world are incredibly important. That's one
thing | love about Nichinan—how much effort goes
into protecting the natural environment here. Maybe
when | go back to the UK, I'll be able to see one of our
new furry inhabitants!
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