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July 4th is Independence Day in the United States. Many Americans have barbecues with
their friends, family, or neighbors, or go to the beach or to a festival in their town.
Fireworks are also very popular. Personal fireworks are not legal in Seattle because it is a
very crowded city, but a lot of people use them anyway.

At night, the city holds a professional fireworks display over the lake. In my neighborhood,
traffic stops on one of the streets with a good view of the fireworks, and people bring
chairs out into the street to watch.
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The first American flag was made in 1776. Because the number of stars matches the
number of states, the flag has changed 26 times as the U.S. grew from 13 to 50 states.
The current b0O-star flag has been used since 1960 (after Alaska and Hawaii became
states). Of Washington D.C. or Puerto Rico become states, we will add more stars. There
are always 13 red and white stripes, to match the first 13 states.
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