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This year, | went to South Korea with my friends during Golden Week. | was nervous,
because | don’ t understand Korean at all. Before the trip, | managed to study a few words
like “thank you™ and ‘yes” , and | also learned the basic rules for how to read Korean
letters. But when | arrived in Busan and people started talking to me, | had no idea what
they were saying or how to respond. It reminded me of how difficult it is to learn a foreign
language from the beginning. | have been learning Japanese for long enough that | am
comfortable talking to people, even if | only understand 50% of the words that they use,
because | know how sentences are structured, and | know how to ask guestions. So, it
was very interesting to be in a situation where | understood 0%. It made me appreciate
how important language skills are in everyday life.
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