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To everyone in Nichinan, thank you for these past 3 years. When | arrived in November 2021, |
didn” t have an education in teaching. But, thanks to all the teachers and students here, | have
learned a lot.

One of my favorite parts of this experience was communicating with the students. On top of class,
| have many fun memories: little kids saying “Hello!” when they saw me on the street, playing card
games with junior high school students, helping make crafts for Sports Day and the Culture
Festival, playing quiz games in elementary school, and visiting tourist spots in Seattle together.

| also really enjoyed seeing students’ English skills and confidence improve over time. Some
students were shy about speaking English, so it was nice to see them become more confident.
Other students didn" t want to participate at first, or would give up if they didn’ t understand, and
so it was very moving to see them participate more in class and work hard to figure out the
answers.

The piece of advice that | want to communicate is this: it is impossible to speak a new language
without making mistakes. So, don’ t let mistakes scare you! If you try hard to communicate what
you want to say, even if the grammar is weird, | count that as a success. To all my students: good

luck! | believe in you!
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