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October went by fast, didn't it? I'm a little sad-October is my favorite month!

In October, | went to an event where you could rent kimono! I've work kimono before, but |
have never worn kimono in Japan, so | thought that would be a fun experience! | don't wear
colorful clothes very often, but | chose a pink kimono to match some makeup | was
practicing for Halloween. | think dark clothing suits me best, but it's fun to dress colorfully
sometimes, isn't it?

| also went to Kawai-sensei's Halloween party as Maomao from The Apothecary Diaries! |
am happy | got to go-both the kids and adults looked so cute in their costumes!
Kawai-sensei did a great job setting up games such as games and trick-or-treating, the
kids all seemed very excited. | also didn't get to cosplay for some of my classes like I'd
hoped, so | was glad that at least some of my students got to see me in the Halloween
spirit!

Unfortunately it's getting cold, though, so | think it's time for me tocurl up under the
blankets:--
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It's already December, isn't it? Well, in the UK, this only means one thing to most people - Christmas!!!

I've heard that Christmas is very different in Japan, compared to the UK. It seems like it's mainly a holiday for
couples, and you don’t even get a day off of work or school.

In the UK, the 24th (Christmas Eve), 25th (Christmas Day), and 26th (Boxing Day) are all national holidays.
Christmas is all about spending time with your family, eating far too much chocolate, watching movies on the
TV, and generally doing not a lot. In the UK, around this time of year, everywhere you go you'll hear Christmas
songs like ‘I Wish It Could Be Christmas Every Day” (Wizzard) and “All | Want For Christmas Is You” (Mariah
Carey), and everywhere will be decorated with lights and Christmas trees!

For Christmas dinner we eat roast turkey, roast potatoes, vegetables, and usually a pudding too, like Christmas
Cake. The table is laid with Christmas crackers, which are tubes of card that make a popping sound when pulled
apart. They usually contain a small gift, a paper hat, and a joke.

At 3pm a speech from the monarch is broadcast on the BBC. They usually talk about giving thanks to your loved
ones and stuff, but to be honest, most people are usually asleep by this point after a huge Christmas Dinner---
In my family, | spend Christmas Day with my mum and dad, then on Boxing Day we see our extended family, like
my grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins, and spend a day playing board games and eating leftovers from
Christmas Dinner.

Most people then have a week off until New Years Day. It's tradition to take down all the decorations by the 6th
of January, or else its bad luck.

I'm so excited to have my first Christmas in Japan! | hope we get snow, then it" Il be a true White Christmas!
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