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New Years in America and New Years in Japan are two very different things!

In America, one of the most famous traditions is the 'ball drop' event in Times Sqguare, New York. A
huge crowd will gather around to watch the large ball drop little by little as it counts down until
midnight, but many people also watch it on TV.

There's a similar event in Seattle, too, where people will gather at the Space Needle and fireworks
will go off at midnight.

I've never actually been to either of these events, but there are lots of other parties to celebrate as
well.

One of the other major traditions is to kiss someone at midnight to bring good luck. | learned recently
there's also a tradition in some places in America to eat black-eyed peas or else you will have bad
luck.

Truthfully, I usually just stay home and have some wine. I'll probably do the same thing here in Japan,
too.
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BING, BONG! BING, BONG!

What's that sound? It's the sound of Big Ben's chimes at midnight, marking the start of the new
year!

Across the countries of the UK, a variety of traditions are about to begin, starting with the London
Fireworks display.

At midnight on New Year's Day, Central London has a big firework’'s display along the River Thames,
that draws crowds of thousands of people. In 2013 it was said that 250,000 people went out on
the streets of London to watch the fireworks display. People often celebrate in pubs or at parties,
spending time with friends and family.

In Scotland, first-footing is a custom where the first person to enter a home after midnight brings
good luck, often bringing gifts like coal, shortbread, or whiskey.

Calennig is a Welsh New Year's tradition. It involves the giving of small gifts or money. Nowadays it
is now customary to give bread and cheese. These gifts are supposed to bring good luck for the year
ahead.

This year will be my first New Year in Japan. After only reading about New Year's celebrations in
textbooks for so many years, | can't believe | will actually be able to experience it! I'm really excited
to try toshikoshi soba.

% 13 BHRICBRASTE] A



