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Happy Column

Differences between Japanese schools and American schools
There are a lot of similarities Differences between Japanese
schools and American schools. Both have 6-year elementary
schools and 3-year junior high schools. (Although in America,
middle schoolers are 7th graders, 8th graders, and 9th graders.)
Both have classes such as gym, social studies, math, science,
music, and foreign language. Most students go to the school that
is closest to their house, and go to school by bus, by car, or by
walking. So, what are the biggest differences?

School year : April- March, vs September-June

The American school year is from September to June. Winter
break starts before Christmas and goes until after New Year's,
about 2weeks long. In March, between semesters, there is a
week-long  “spring break.”
Lunchtime: school lunch vs lunch box

At my school, students could either get lunch at school or bring
their own lunch boxes. Some of the school lunch food that |
remember include pizza, pudding, apples, and milk. | brought a lunch
box to school everyday, and ate a lot of things like sandwiches,
yogurt, cheese, fruit, and vegetables.

Everyday things that don't change i , \
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At my school, the class schedule stayed '\ yncw ) 71 *2

the same every week. If there was a day BOX J Tee A .

when a teacher was absent, a substitute N2 <

teacher would come to their classes. SIS
Usually, the substitute teacher would have baby cwne
a worksheet or other activity for us to . « @ &4
work on, but there were a lot of times * &<
when we watched a movie in class g
instead. Also, American teachers don’t
switch schools very often. There are
plenty of teachers who work at the same
school for 10-20 years.
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Summer break is from June until September.
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