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When | was a child, | didn’t like spring
very much.

Summer had summer vacation. Fall had beautiful
leaves, rain, and Halloween.Winter might be
dark and cold, but | could enjoy Christmas all
December long.But once it became January? In
the U.S., school starts in fall and ends in summer,
so spring didn't feel like a “beginning” ; it felt like
the break.

As | became an adult, | started to appreciate
spring’s sunlight and warmth.Now, it makes me
happy to hear birds and see flowers start to
bloom after a long winter.

| like that Japan’'s school year starts in spring.lt
maker it easier for me to match my feelings to
the changing natural world, and welcome the
spring as a new “beginning.”
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