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* Crossword

Happy Column

"Why are there so many snacks?"

My dad and brother were very confused by the amount
of snacks at train stations in Tokyo and Osaka when they
came to visit Japan in August. | had explained to my dad
before that it's very normal in Japan to travel or go on a
business trip and bring back snacks for work or your
family, and despite the fact | brought a bunch of snacks
when | visited them in March, he still seemed
overwhelmed by the sheer amount. Wile | was buying
souvenirs, my brother said, "Just buy them in Osaka later."
He was worried we would miss the train. They don't sell
Tokyo Banana in Osaka, Eric!

When traveling, souvenirs tend to be decently rare

purchases, and you definitely wouldn't buy them for your
coworkers unless you were friends outside work. Really, in
America, there aren't a lot of individually wrapped snacks
at all except for mints and small hard candies sold
nationwide. You really have to work to find snacks that
are regional and individually wrapped!
My dad personally loves to get T-shirts for my brother and
me when he travels, but truthfully, | never wear them. If
you want to buy something for your family, keychains are
a common option. But giving friends souvenirs is actually
really rare-to the point when my friend gave me an Eiffel
Tower keychain when she came to visit, | thought she
might have made a mistake!
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