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Crossword

Happy Column

Hello everyonel!

| hope you are all staying warm
despite the cold weather. Recently,
returned to the UK for two weeks
over Christmas and New Year's. It was wonderful to see
my family and friends again for the first time in almost a
year and a half. Being back home reminded me how
much | had missed, and it was a really special time for
me. If you're curious about what life is like back in the
UK, | posted a video on Nichinan’s Note page showing
an average day in my hometown.

While | was there, | also realized that | had forgotten
many of the small, everyday habits that British people
follow without even thinking about them. One thing that
stood out to me in particular was superstition. Japan
has its own superstitions too, but British ones are guite
different

Today, I'd like to introduce one well-known British
superstition about magpies. Magpies are very common
birds in the UK. They belong to the same family as
crows and have black feathers with a white belly. There
is a famous rhyme that says the number of magpies
you see can predict your fortune:

“One for sorrow, two for joy, three for a girl, four for a
boy, five for silver, six for gold, seven for a secret never
to be told.”

Seeing one magpie is considered bad luck because
magpies mate for life. To avoid misfortune, people
salute and politely greet it by saying, ‘Good morning,
Mr. Magpie, how is your wife?”
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