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Happy Column

One of the questions | get the most
working at the middle and elementary
schools, is "how do | say 'oshi"? There are actually a few
ways to say it!
and that
is what you'll get if you use a translation app, but there

The direct translation for "oshi" would be "idol,"

are other ways that have the same idol-culture atmosphere
as welll The most popular one is "stan,” though it is used
differently than "oshi." While "oshi" is a person, "stan" is a
verb. My oshi is Aoi Shota, a Japanese voice actor, singer,
and stage actor. So, in my case, | would say 'l stan Aoi
Shouta" instead of "Aoi Shouta is my oshi." This actually
comes from an Eminem song called "Stan' about an
obsessive fan who endangers him and his girlfriend's life
because of Eminem. Even though the song isn't exactly
positive, it somehow made it into the most-used way to
say you support your idol! However, there is one other way
that is used similarly to "oshi," but it is used mostly
among K-pop fans. That word is "bias." So, "Aoi Shouta is
my bias" and "Aoi Shouta is my idol" would have the same
meaning, but many people might not understand "bias" as

well as "stan."
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