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To those of you with children,
do you remember being asked to
make up stories for them? | remember askmg my
parents to invent bedtime stories for me again
and again.

Today, I'd like to introduce two popular British
children's stories that I'm sure you know:
Winnie-the-Pooh and Thomas the Tank Engine.

Winnie-the-Pooh is 100 years old this year. A. A.
Milne created it for his son, Christopher Robin
Milne, which is why the main human character is
called Christopher Robin. Winnie-the-Pooh, Piglet,
Eeyore, Kanga, Roo and Tigger were all based on
the real Christopher's stuffed animals, and the
stories were set in the woods near the family's
country home.

Thomas the Tank Engine was first conceived by
Wilbert Awdry in the 1940s. He built a model
railway for his son, Christopher Awdry, and began
telling him stories about the trains. These eventually
became the Railway Series, with Thomas first
appearing in the 1946 book Thomas the Tank
Engine.

Did you notice the coincidence?

Although created 20 years apart, both of these
much-loved British stories were written by fathers
for little boys named Christopher.

How wonderful is that?
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