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Happy Column

Thank you for your readership over the last two
years. This is my final column as | will be concluding
my time on the JET Program around the end of July.
| want to thank everyone who has supported me
here over the last two years, and | am grateful to all
the people who have helped me edit my column.
Living and working in Nichinan has been an incredible
learning experience, and | am honored to have had
the opportunity to serve as your ALT.

Through my two years of working as an ALT in
Nichinan, I've concluded that communicating
successfully in a foreign language is not only about
learning vocabulary and grammar, but also about
cultivating a positive and proactive mindset towards
communicating with others.

In the English conversation classes that | held this
year, | often proclaimed this phrase to my students:

“Loud voice, eye contact, and smile!” My goal with
this phrase was to foster in my students a positive
attitude towards communicating by encouraging
them to speak audibly, make eye contact, and smile
when conversing. The more my students practiced
doing these things, the more comfortable they felt to
interact with others in English!

Soon, a new JET Program ALT will be coming to
Nichinan, and | definitely encourage you to try
reaching out to them. Even if you are not confident
in your English language ability, being positive and
doing your best to try to communicate is enough for
a good start. Just remember loud voice, eye
contact, and smile!
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