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HEEEENT Happy Column
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Hello! This is Aoi Hunsaker. | hope you have all been doing
well. In this edition, | wanted to share with you all a couple
of my thoughts about living here in Nichinan-cho.

As | mentioned before, it is my first time living alone.
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Further, this is my first time living outside of the United
States. Therefore, | was expecting to be faced with many
challenges such as homesickness and feeling lost in a
different country.

However, living in Nichinan-cho so far has been such a
liberating experience. In Nichinan-cho, | get to make all the
decisions regarding how | live my everyday life. Even the
simpler decisions like deciding what to eat for dinner gives
me this sense of control over my life. It truly is so much fun
to go to ride my bike within the mountains to Marugo, buy
ingredients, and cook dinner in my apartment !

Also, living here in Nichinan-cho, | have more opportunities
to think about my life goals, the meaning of my relationships
with my family and friends, and compare my life in Seattle
and Nichinan-cho. | think in Seattle, | was too concerned
with university and what to do with my future after
graduation. In Nichinan-cho, | get to relax and think about
the present, especially when | walk around surrounded by
beautiful nature here in Nichinan-cho. | am truly grateful to
be in Nichinan-cho.

My question to you is: What are the simple things that
brings joy in your life?
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Example (1)

“I am so thankful for this opportunity”
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