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Happy Column

Hello everyone©

| hope you all are doing well. In this edition, | wanted to discuss
the importance of the ability to communicate in multiple
languages. This is something | have thought about a lot
especially as | am working as an ALT in Nichinan Elementary
and Junior High School.

First, | want to ask: Why did you learn Japanese?

For me, | learned English because that was the language | used
to communicate with my family and friends, to buy food at a
restaurant, and to fill out paperwork at the bank. | need English
to survive in Seattle, just like how you need Japanese to
survive in Nichinan.

For many of us, we do not need to use the second language
that we are learning at school for our wellbeing. In Nichinan,
you do not need English at Paseo to buy food nor use English
to communicate with your family. Japanese is sufficient for
these purposes.

So then, what is the point of studying another language?

For me, the most compelling reason for me to study another
language is to be able to enjoy communicating with people and
learning about the culture associated with the language | am
studying.

Since | can communicate in more than one language, | am able
to create friendships with wonderful people from all around the
world. From these friendships, | am introduced to new foods,
beautiful places to sightsee, and perspectives about what
makes life enjoyable and special.
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Example (f31))

“I want to talk about the importance of English Education”
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