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Happy Column
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Happy New Years!
| hope everyone enjoyed spending time with friends and
family for New Years. For winter break, | went back to my
grandmother’ s house in Osaka and celebrated Christmas and
New Years with my family there. We ate a lot of delicious
food including sukiyaki, soba, and osechi. What did you do for
New Years?

While New Years in Japan is a big event in which extended
family comes together to celebrate, in the United States, New
Years is the opposite! In the U.S. many people spend time
with friends at parties, drink, and have fun. An iconic New
Years event in the United States is the “Times Square Ball
Drop event in New York City. Thousands of people gather
in Times Square to watch a ball, which is located on the roof
of the One Times Square Building, slowly fall until midnight, to
signal the start of the new vyear.

Generally, New Years is not considered to be a family event.
Rather, Christmas is when many Americans go back to their
hometown to spend time with their family. However, since |
grew up in a Japanese- Amencan household | celebrate both
Christmas and New Years |

with my family.

Why do you think events
like Christmas and New
Years are celebrated so
differently in Japan and
the United States?
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. | celebrate New Years with my family.

Many people were at the New Years celebration in New York.
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