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[BIEEOEE? ] What is Bone Conduction (BC) hearing?

Please put your fingers in your ears and start
speaking. You can hear your voice perfectly fine
right? Why is this? This form of hearing is
something | researched about in college, so | would
like to share this fascinating information with youl!

Usually, when we think about how we hear, we
imagine sound waves entering our ear canals, moving
our eardrums, and sending these sound signals to
our cochleas.

However, this is not the only way we can hear
sound. Another way is hearing through vibrations to
our skull bones!

This form of hearing is called Bone Conduction
(BC) hearing. In BC hearing, the vibration of the
sound wave puts the whole skull in motion. The
cochlea is connected to the skull bones. So, when
the sound wave vibrates the skull, the cochlea does
too. Therefore, even though your fingers are
plugging up your ear canal, the vibrations from your
vocal chords when you speak are still transmitted to
your cochlea and brain by vibrating your skull bones.

For those who have a permanent block in their
outer or inner ear, some may benefit from using a
BC hearing aid to hear sounds.
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